




The Invitation
2017 Christmas Devotional Guide

Week 1 | Zechariah & Elizabeth - pg. 6
The Week of November 27

Week 2 | Mary - pg. 13
The Week of December 4

Week 3 | Joseph - pg. 18
The Week of December 11

Week 4 | The Shepherds - pg. 23
The Week of December 18

Week 5 | Invitation to the World - pg. 29
Christmas Eve &  Christmas Day

Appendix - pg. 33



Christmas Devotional Guide - 4

Thank you for joining us this Christmas season. Beginning December 3, Pastor Chip will preach a sermon 
series on Sunday mornings entitled “The Invitation”. This Christmas devotional guide will serve as a 
companion to prepare you for each week’s sermon. Each week includes a personal devotion and family 
discipleship time, all written by our Family Ministry Team. The readings begin the week of November 27 
and lead up to Christmas Eve.  We encourage you to plan what time is best for you and your family to go 
through the family discipleship portion together. We want to encourage everyone to join us as we focus on 
Christ this Christmas season.  

The guide is based on the theme of Advent. Therefore, in order to use this guide to its full effect in your 
personal and family discipleship time, it is important to have an understanding of what the Advent season is 
about. In the following pages we have provided valuable information to help you gain a better understanding 
of the season of Advent.

What is Advent?
The Advent season officially begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continues until Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day. There are a variety of ways to celebrate Advent,, depending on tradition and 
background. Many people use an Advent calendar typically made up of 24 “windows” containing Scriptures, 
stories, poems, or gifts to count down the days until Christmas. As each window is opened and the final 
day draws closer, expectation increases. This reminds us of the hopeful yet anxious waiting God’s people 
experienced as they longed for the promised Savior to come. 

Another popular tradition is marking the progression of the season through an Advent wreath made up of 
five candles. This symbol is borrowed from the emphasis throughout Scripture on Jesus Christ as the Light 
of the World (Matt. 4:16; John 1:4-9, 8:12). Each week, a new candle is lit in anticipation of Christmas Eve. The 
last candle, called the Christ Candle, is lit on Christmas Eve to represent Jesus’ first Advent. Through this 
theme of ever-increasing light penetrating the darkness, we see a picture of the gospel. 

Regardless of the tradition, Advent is a significant time in the life of the church. It’s an opportunity for 
believers to remember God’s promise to send one who would overcome sin and death forever. God promised 
a Savior, and He kept that promise perfectly. 

How to Use This Guide
This guide contains five devotions. The personal study guide is designed to be completed individually. The 
personal devotions will also help you prepare for your family discipleship time. The family discipleship times 
are designed for all types of families, and they do not require any extensive preparation time. University 
students are also encouraged to use this guide to initiate discussions with their roommates.  
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This guide will take you through a study of the invitation which people received to join in on God’s plan. 
Even if you know the Christmas story well, don’t rush past what God has for you this season. For many, this 
may be the first time to consider all that God is saying through the birth of His Son. For others, it will be an 
opportunity to rediscover the way God intimately works in the details of life for His glory and the good of 
man. The King has come and is coming again! There is much to celebrate. 

Advent Wreath

Advent is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the birth of Jesus. However, especially for families, this time 
of year can be filled to the brim with activities and obligations. Before the calendar begins to overflow, set 
aside a few minutes to consider what you want this season to be for your family. Intentionally make a plan 
for your family discipleship time so that the time you have set aside to remember and celebrate together 
does not get swallowed up by lesser things. 

Toward that end, we have provided a family discipleship time each week that will help you create intentional 
time to talk about Jesus. If you choose to use the Advent wreath as the guide suggests, put it in a special, 
visible place in the house to serve as a reminder of Jesus’ coming. 

There are many different variations on the Advent wreath. You can make it as simple or as complex as you 
would like. The basic wreath is made up of five candles and some type of wreath or greenery placed in 
a circle. Place one candle (the Christ candle to be lit on Christmas Eve) in the center. Place the other four 
candles in a circle on the wreath. There are many examples and ideas online. We have also included some 
ideas on our Pinterest board. 

Playlists and Pinterest 
We hope and pray that these devotions encourage you and your family throughout the season. There are 
many suggested activities in the “Family Discipleship Time” sections of the guide. Our hope is not to give 
you a long list of things to do, but rather to provide options to help you look to Jesus in creative ways this 
season. 

We have provided a list of songs that you may want to listen to throughout the week. We have also created a 
Pinterest board (pinterest.com/fbcstarkville) where you can find ideas, examples, and instructions for many 
of these activities. 

You can find links to the Christmas sermon series, pinterest, and a digital version of this guide on our 
website at fbcstarkville.com/christmas.



Week 1
 Zechariah & Elizabeth

November 27 -  December 3
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For almost four hundred years, God appeared to be silent.  He had spoken His words of promise to His 
chosen people through His prophets, and now His people, the Jews, waited.  They waited for redemption 
from their enemies and for their own salvation.  They waited for rescue from persecution and from bondage.  
They waited for the time when they could serve God without fear.  They waited for the birth of a Promised 
Child who would establish a new kingdom and a new throne.  Generations of God’s people had been born 
and died since the time that God had promised the birth of His Son, and still they waited. 

In Luke 1, we are introduced to a couple who has spent much of their own lives waiting.

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also 

a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were 

childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 
Luke 1:5-7 (NIV)

Like their fellow Jews, Zechariah and Elizabeth had awaited the birth of the Messiah and all the promises 
that would be fulfilled in Him for their people.  But on a more personal level, this couple spent much of their 
married life waiting for the birth of their own child.  The author Luke tells us that Zechariah was a priest and 
his wife Elizabeth was of Aaron’s priestly lineage.  They were considered righteous and obedient to God’s 
commands.  Despite their worthiness, they had been unable to have children of their own, and by the time 
their story is told, Luke writes that Elizabeth was considered too old to give birth. 

Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple 

of the Lord and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, 
all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

Luke 1:8-10 (NIV)

Despite their own personal disappointment, Luke shows his readers a picture of a godly couple who 
continued to serve God throughout their time of waiting and heartache.  As part of his priestly role, Zechariah 
would travel to the temple to serve there for two one-week time periods each year.  Luke tells his readers, 
though, that this time of service would be different than any other.  Zechariah was chosen by chance to 
enter the sanctuary to burn incense on the altar.  Only once in his life would a priest be selected to burn the 
daily incense on the altar, and this was Zechariah’s day to do so.  This day would also become an extremely 
memorable day to Zechariah for other reasons.

W E E K  1 
PERSONAL STUDY



Christmas Devotional Guide - 8

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: 

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you are to call him John.  He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 

for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many of the people

of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  
Luke 1:12-17 (NIV)

In an instant God breaks through 400 years of silence by sending His angel to the altar to deliver a message 
of invitation to Zechariah.  The angel announces to Zechariah that he and Elizabeth were to have a child, 
a son, and that they were to name him John.  The angel goes on to tell that John would be a special child, 
who would not only bring his parents great joy, but that he would be set aside for great service as a prophet.  
John’s role would be to turn God’s people back to Him and to prepare their hearts. John himself would be the 
prophesied forerunner to the coming Messiah.  

In an instant, Zechariah learns that all his waiting will soon be over.  He will have a son with his wife 
Elizabeth. They will soon be witnesses to the coming of the long-promised Messiah.  Moreover, the lives 
of both his future son and God’s Son Emmanuel would be inextricably linked.  The news must have been 
absolutely overwhelming for Zechariah.

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife 
is well along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 

and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will 
be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, 

which will come true at their appointed time.”
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long 

in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision 
in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.  

Luke 1:18-22 (NIV)

The God who had appeared to be silent for hundreds of years had now stricken His servant Zechariah with 
silence. Because he failed to believe the angel Gabriel at his word, Zechariah would not be able to speak until 
the birth and naming of his son.  Zechariah’s doubts about the angel’s revelation show that even the most 
faithful, life-long followers of God are capable of unbelief even when they are standing face-to-face with a 
messenger from God.
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When his time of service was completed, he returned home.  After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.  “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 

“In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”  
Luke 1:23-25 (NIV)

Despite Zechariah’s doubt in God’s ability, God was faithful and kept His promise.  Elizabeth became pregnant 
and was able to testify to others about God’s hand at work in her own life.  She returned God’s faithfulness to 
her by faithfully sharing with others how He had blessed her.  But this is not the end of the story.

What they prayed for was a son.  What they were given was a prophet.  What they hoped for as the people 
of God was a Savior.  What they were provided was a chance to see the Savior come and to have their own 
child take an active role in the fulfillment of that promise.  God had blessed them infinitely more than they 
could have possibly imagined!

Personal Reflection
Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, we may spend our whole lives waiting for something.  Waiting to get married 
or to have a child.  Waiting for a job or a job promotion.  Waiting for retirement, for finances to be more 
secure, waiting to realize a dream.

But ask yourself the question, “What is God inviting me to do while I wait?”  

Zechariah and Elizabeth, too, spent much of their lives waiting, and while they waited, they lived a life of 
faithful service to God.  They went about life being righteous, obeying God’s commands, and doing the work 
He had provided for them to do.  They did all of this without any expectation that God would reward them 
for it or would provide their deepest desire.  

Where do you see God at work around you?  Where could you join in and faithfully serve Him during your 
time of waiting?  What is He inviting you to do?  List ways that you can get involved and then do it.
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Read Luke 1:5-25 from the Bible as a family. One person can either read it all, or it can be divided up among 
family members.

Read: As readers of the Bible, we are privileged to see a more complete picture of the story that would unfold 
for Zechariah and Elizabeth and for their long-awaited child.  Elizabeth would receive a visit from Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and upon hearing her voice, the baby would leap inside her womb, and Elizabeth would be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  She would boldly acknowledge and understand that Mary was the mother of her 
Lord (Luke 1:39-45).  

Read: Elizabeth would give birth to a son, and she and Zechariah would give him the name “John” even 
though no one in their family had that name (Luke 1:57-65).  Zechariah would gain his speech back and be 
able to once again praise God (Luke 1:64).  Neighbors and relations who bore witness to John’s birth and 
the events surrounding it were filled with awe and wonder and could see the Lord’s hand at work in this 
family’s life and in him (Luke 1: 66).   And finally, Zechariah would issue a prophecy about his son that would 
accurately describe the life John would live.

Lighting of the Candle
Light the first candle of Advent and read part of Zechariah’s prophecy from Luke 1:76-79.

Discuss as a Family
What are some of the things that you know about or can find in the Bible about the life of John the Baptist? 
(Luke 3:1-17, 3:21-22; Matthew 3:1-6, 3:13-16)

Family Activities
• Have each family member make a birthday card for Jesus.  Be as creative as you want to be and 

really go all out.  Then, date the cards on the back and write who made the card.  Put the cards away 
in a special box or container to save from year to year.  Make this a yearly event where your family 
sets aside time each December to not only make birthday cards for Jesus, but also to look at the 
cards you have made in the past.  

• Contact the local Crisis Pregnancy Center to see what they need.  Then as a family purchase and 
deliver some of their most-needed items.

• Make angel sugar cookies and decorate them with icing and sprinkles. Talk about how you would 
have reacted to seeing an angel.

W E E K  1 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME
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Songs of the Season

• Oh Come, All Ye Faithful by Pentatonix

• Light of the World by Lauren Daigle

• Baby Boy by For King and Country

• Perfect Light by Chris Tomlin

• Join the Angels by Matthew West

• Our Lullaby by MercyMe
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Week 1  Sermon Notes | Sunday, December 3



Week 2
Mary

December 4 -  December 10
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Mary was such an unlikely figure in the Christmas story. Who is this Mary person we hear so much about? 
She was probably a teenager at the time and was engaged to Joseph, a carpenter. From a Jewish standpoint, 
she was from good lineage, the line of King David.

Read Luke 1:26-38.

As we read in this passage, imagine that moment she was going about her daily chores and dreaming about 
how her next season of married life would be. The next moment, she was staring at the angel Gabriel. That 
is quite a contrast! 

Most likely she had never had an angelic encounter like this, so what was she to make of this visitor and his 
declaration? Surely some of these questions crossed her mind or maybe even her lips: “Why are you here, 
Gabriel? What is going on? Are you sure you’re in the right place? Are you sure you have the right person? 
Don’t you have more important people to deal with?”

Imagine the fear and confusion Mary faced in that moment. What would your response have been?

Why was she chosen? Gabriel clears that up very quickly. Mary had found favor with God, and that led her 
to being a part of the greatest story ever told.

Mary accepted her role as the mother to the Son of the Most High even though she did not understand how 
it would happen. Her response is a testament to her trust in God. Instead of asking, “How can it happen?” 
she asked, “How will it happen?” Her faith was on display as she did not have all the answers to what would 
happen. She simply accepted the role that was given to her.

So what was the plan? The angel answered Mary’s question. This miraculous act would happen by the power 
of God through the Holy Spirit. The child she carried would be called holy—the Son of God! More specifically, 
Gabriel continued by saying a wonderful truth: for nothing is impossible with God. (Luke 1:37) Just as she 
would give birth to a child as a virgin, her cousin, Elizabeth, would have a child despite her barrenness.

Do you believe that anything is possible with God? Have you ever witnessed something that can only be 
explained by God’s intervention? A cancerous tumor that mysteriously disappears. A wayward friend who 
turns to Christ. A baby born to a family that struggled with infertility.

While she was willing to serve God in this way, this role was not clean and pretty. This was surely not easy 
to receive especially for an unmarried woman. Mary accepted this knowing that the next months of her 
life would be met with shame from those in her community. Some of her friends and family would lack the 

W E E K  2 
PERSONAL STUDY
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understanding she had. They would mock Mary who was visibly expecting while she continued to claim to 
be a virgin.  All the while, she chose to trust God during this time.

Personal Reflection
Mary’s example is certainly an extreme one, but what might htis look like in your life? Are you willing to 
endure shame to be a faithful follower of Christ? 

Just before the angel left Mary, she made a wonderful declaration: “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it 
be to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38) She did not understand exactly how things would happen, but 
she trusted in the Lord and His plan in this situation, and she wanted to be used by Him.

God wants to use His children to spread the good news of Jesus to the world. How can you follow Mary’s 
example of declaring to be a servant of the Lord? 
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Ask your children what they remember about Zechariah and Elizabeth.

Read Luke 1:26-38 together as a family.

Ask these questions and allow for discussion:
• Who came to visit Mary? What did this messenger have to say to her?

• What do you think it would have been like to be the mother of Jesus?

• Why was Mary chosen? What does it mean to find favor with God?

• How can we follow Mary’s example of trusting God even when we do not understand how things will 
turn out?

Lighting of the Candle
Reflect and review last week’s sermon and devotion as you light the first and second candles.

Prayer
Lead your family in a short prayer asking God to help you see how He can use you to accomplish His plans.

Family Activities
• Write out the text of Proverbs 3:5-6. Memorize these verses this week as a family.

• Participate in a trust-lean exercise to illustrate trusting someone when you cannot see the end result.

• Trust-Me Recipe. Parents, gather the necessary ingredients to bake a sweet treat, but do not tell your 
children what will be baked. Ask them to trust you as you prepare this dessert.

• Make apple cider, and share it with a neighbor. Exchange stories about your favorite Christmas 
memories.

Songs of the Season
• O Little Town of Bethlehem 

• Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

• What Child is This?

W E E K  2 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME
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Week 2  Sermon Notes | Sunday, December 10



Week 3
Joseph

December 11 -  December 17
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Joseph is a peculiar combination of a man that much of the world knows, but little is known about him. He 
is well known for being the earthly father of Jesus, but our knowledge of his own life is very limited. In fact, 
Luke’s telling of the birth of Christ barely mentions Joseph, and when it does there is very little detail given 
about him. Joseph fades from the pages of Scripture following the family’s visit to the temple when Jesus 
was twelve (Luke 2:41-52) and before the start of Jesus’ ministry (at about age thirty). Matthew’s telling of 
the birth of Jesus does give us some insight into the character of the man who would be a primary figure in 
Jesus’ early years.

Read Matthew 1:19-25.

Mary and Joseph were betrothed. Marriage in their culture was a three-step process. Step one was Joseph’s 
parents selecting Mary to be his wife. Step two included official arrangements, and a legally binding 
wedding contract between the two families. This contract could only be canceled by a formal divorce. Not 
until step three would the couple begin living together. It was during the second step of the process that 
Mary was found to be with child, during which it was immoral for the couple to have been sexually active. 
The expectation was that the groom, Joseph, would divorce her due to Mary’s unfaithfulness. However, 
Joseph follows a different path which gives us a glimpse into his character. 

Joseph trusts the words of the angel in Matthew 1:20-21: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” Joseph shows a deep trust in God’s plan by 
choosing to continue with the marriage process rather than seeking divorce. Culture would recommend 
Joseph protecting himself and his reputation by divorcing Mary, instead he chooses to trust God.

Joseph’s character is revealed even prior to the angel’s announcement to him about the nature of Mary’s 
pregnancy. Matthew 1:19 describes him as a just man, and he was unwilling to put Mary to shame. The 
common response would have been for the man to not worry about the wife’s reputation since she had been 
unfaithful to him, but Joseph aimed to show compassion for Mary. 

Matthew 1:24-25 gives even greater insight into the life of Joseph. It says, “When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth 
to a son. And he called His name Jesus.” Joseph not only heard the command of God through the angel, he 
responded to God’s command. He put his full trust in God’s plan. 

W E E K  3 
PERSONAL STUDY



Christmas Devotional Guide - 20

Two more times in the early years of Jesus we see Joseph with similar actions. Matthew 2:13-15 and Matthew 
2:19-23 both tell of how Joseph heard from God and responded faithfully to His commands. In the first 
instance, it was the angel’s warning to flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s death order for all male children, and 
the second was when the angel informed him it was safe to return to Israel. Joseph was a man chosen by 
God to serve as the earthly father of Jesus. He was a man who heard and obediently responded to the Word 
of God. 

Personal Reflection
As Christmas approaches, how are you doing in living out the commands of God? While you likely have not 
received angelic visits telling you of what God has prepared for you, you do have God’s Word. The Bible is 
God’s Word for instructing you in how to live your life. How are you carrying out God’s commands in your 
life?

One of Joseph’s biological children, James, wrote:

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres,

 being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts he will be blessed in his doing. 
James 1:22-25 (ESV)

Mark Twain is quoted as having said: “It ain’t the parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, 
it’s the parts that I do understand.” While you may not understand all of the Bible, how are you doing at 
obeying the commands you do grasp? Are you showing forgiveness as Christ has forgiven you? Are you 
being generous with what God has blessed you? Are you using your words to bless rather than to curse?

As you reflect on the life of Joseph, take some time to reflect on your own life in how you are obediently 
living out the commands of God. Repent of where you have fallen short. Praise God for the areas where you 
have been faithful. Ask for God’s help in you becoming more obedient to His Word.
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Read Matthew 1:19-25 together as a family. One person can read the entire passage or have multiple family 
members read. 

Lighting of the Candle
Reflect and review the previous discussions and sermons as you light this week’s candle as well as the 
candles from the previous two weeks. 

Ask these questions and allow for discussion:
• What do you think it would have been like to be Jesus’ dad?

• Who does God send to speak to Joseph about the birth of Jesus? What did the angel say to Joseph?

• How did Joseph show that he trusted God?

• Joseph showed complete trust in God’s plan by doing exactly what God commanded him to do. What 
are some things that God has commanded us to do? 

Prayer
Lead your family in a short prayer with each person asking God to help them trust Him more in a specific 
area. “God, help me show that I trust you by ______________.”

Family Activities
• Watch A Charlie Brown Christmas or another favorite Christmas movie together as a family and make 

sure to have everyone leave their phones in a different room.

• Using Legos or other blocks, build a Nativity scene. Take time to discuss each of the different characters 
that are in the Nativity scene and how they fit into the birth of Jesus.

• Read a Christmas book together as a family.

• Using a map app, show your kids how far that Joseph and Mary would have traveled from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. You could also show them how far the journey would have been from Bethlehem to Egypt.

• Make hot chocolate, and then go look at Christmas lights together as a family. Have your favorite 
Christmas music playing in the background. It’ll be even better if everyone leaves their phones behind 
at home.

W E E K  3 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME
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Songs of the Season
• Oh for Joy by David Crowder Band

• The Peace Project by Hillsong Worship

Week 3  Sermon Notes | Sunday, December 17



Week 4
The Shepherds

December 18 -  December 24
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Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 
For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “
Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

Luke 2:8-12 (NKJV)

When thinking of the birth of Jesus, many of us think of the manger, wise men adorned in ornamental robes, 
and the shepherds watching their flocks. Despite there being no room in the inn, we have crafted a beautiful 
picture of the Son of God coming to earth in the form of a baby surrounded by calm animals and His doting 
parents. 

In reality, it was likely smelly, uncomfortable and a bit underwhelming in terms of accommodations. In fact, 
the wise men are the only ones present we would expect to be at the birth of the Messiah. Everything else is 
rather unexpected given this time in history, especially the presence of the shepherds. 

The angel’s appearance to the shepherds is not surprising or bewildering to us. However, this would have 
been not only shocking to the shepherds but also to those who heard a recounting of the story at that 
time.  You see, being a shepherd was not a glamorous job. In fact, shepherds were considered ceremonially 
unclean by God’s people and not allowed to enter the temple to worship. This was a group of men who were 
uneducated, overlooked, and while their occupation was necessary, they themselves were considered of little 
value.

So why would God choose this lowly group of shepherds to receive an invitation to see the Messiah? 

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying

 in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told 
them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them 

by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

Luke 2:15-20 (NKJV)

W E E K  4 
PERSONAL STUDY
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Through the angels, God revealed Himself to the shepherds. Upon hearing the news of the baby lying in 
the manger, they immediately went to see for themselves. After finding Mary, Joseph and the baby in the 
manger, the shepherds repeated the message of the angels to all who would listen. This group of uneducated 
and non-religious men began glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard! Those who heard 
the story were amazed at what was revealed to the shepherds.

Personal Reflection
Like the shepherds, have you ever wondered why God chose you before the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4)?

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, 

and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 
and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things 

which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption— that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the LORD.” 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NKJV)

Considered to be outcasts, the shepherds weren’t considered special by the world’s standards. Yet the passage 
above shows us that God doesn’t work according to the world’s standards. By revealing Himself to the 
shepherds, God showed that the Messiah was sent for all. 

Read the following Scripture aloud, with emphasis on the words “He” and “Him”.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by Him all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, 
and in Him all things consist.  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things 
to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, 

and above reproach in His sight— if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, 
and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached 

to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
Colossians 1:15-23 (NKJV)
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The invitation for the shepherds to see the Messiah is an invitation to us all. God, in all of His Glory, sent His 
Son to redeem and reconcile us back to Him.  Jesus came for every man, woman, and child. He didn’t just 
come for the Jews or the righteous. He came for the shepherds. He came for the outcasts. He came for the 
sinners. He came for you.

The shepherds took the news of the Messiah and proclaimed it to all who would hear. What will you do with 
message of the Messiah? 

Let us be bold this season to share the good news!
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Have someone read Luke 2:8-20.

Have your family gather at a window or go outside, weather permitting, and look at the stars. 

Ask: What do you think the shepherds were thinking when the angel came to them with the news of the 
Messiah? 

Discuss how they might have reacted and what you would do in that situation.

Ask: What was the good news and who was it for?

God delivered the message of the Messiah so that they would be drawn to Him and then go and tell others. 
Luke 2:10 says the good news is for all people. 

Ask: Who can you share the good news with this Christmas? What are ways you can do that?

Like the shepherds, we must share the message of the Messiah! Encourage your family to invite a friend, 
classmate, family member or coworker to a Christmas Eve service. This is great way for others to experience 
the good news this season.

Lighting of the Candle
Review and reflect the previous sermons and discussions as you light this week’s candle and the other three.

Prayer
Pray that God would give you boldness in sharing the message of the Messiah.

Family Activities
• Visit compassion.com and consider sponsoring a child as a family.

• Make homemade invitations to the Christmas Eve service.

• Have each family member think of one person to be intentional in inviting to church or sharing the 
gospel with. Write the names on a piece of construction paper and place them in a decorated mason jar. 
Place the jar in your kitchen to serve as a reminder of our calling to share the good news.

W E E K  4 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME
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Songs of the Season
• Angels We Have Heard on High by Phillips, Craig & Dean

• Hark! The Herald Angels Sing by Hillsong Worship

• When Love Came Down by Point of Grace

• What Child is This? by Building 429

• Light Your World by Newsong

Week 4  Sermon Notes | Sunday, December 24



Week 5
Christmas is the Invitation to the World

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
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RSVP is at the bottom of some invitations. It seems that many people don’t know what these letters mean. 
However, for the one sending the invitation, they place these letters to represent a French phrase, “Répondez s’il 
vous plait”, which means, “Please respond”. Some invitations now list next to those letters, “Regrets only.” The 
phrase is asking, “Please let us know if you are not coming.” It is probably because many people choose to not 
respond to the RSVP.  The sender needs to know who is coming in order to plan better for the event. 

Did you know that God has sent you an invitation?

Over the last few weeks, we have been reading and focusing on the invitation others were given to join the 
Christmas story. We studied how each person played a very important role in God’s plan. The focus shifts this 
week to God’s invitation to you and to the world to join Him and His plan. 

Christmas is the night that Jesus was born. God sent His only son Jesus to the earth so that we might know 
God. Because of Jesus we can have a relationship with God.  Luke 2 teaches us that “Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.” Think for a moment what it was like in the stable on the first Christmas 
night, and think for a moment what it must have been like for Mary to give birth to the Savior of the world. What 
were the things she pondered in her heart? What was it like to look into His eyes for the very first time? In the 
moment, it would probably be hard to comprehend all Jesus was going to do.  This moment was the beginning 
of God righting the relationship for everyone on Earth. God was sending an invitation to the world through the 
birth of Jesus.  That very first Christmas night God began to provide the sacrifice that would once and for all pay 
the price for our sin. 

Throughout Jesus’ life, He invited people to join Him. He invited fishermen, tax collectors, rich young rulers and 
many other people from all walks of life.   

On the night before Jesus was to be crucified, He prayed, and we find this prayer in John 17. In verse 23, Jesus 
prays to the father “that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”  Jesus is 
the example of God’s love for us. Christmas is our invitation to join God in His plan. We are invited to give up 
our sin and accept the life God has for us.  Have you accepted God’s invitation? 

Do you truly know God’s love?  Has the invitation God sent you gone unanswered? God is wanting to hear from 
you. Are you planning to join Him?

Spend some time praying and talking to God. Thank Him for sending Jesus. Pray for your relationship with God 
and the ways that it can grow this coming year. Ask God to forgive you for sin and ways you have fallen short of 
His plan for you.  If you have never responded to God’s invitation take some time now and pray about it. 

W E E K  5 
PERSONAL STUDY
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Lighting of the Candle
Reflect and review the previous sermons and discussions as you light the first four candles.

As you light the Christ candle in the center, have a member of your family read Luke 2:1-20.

Read: In week one we learned about Zechariah and Elizabeth and how they had waited for the birth of their 
first child.

Discuss: What might it be like to have to wait a very long time for something, and how is it sometimes hard 
to be patient? 

Ask: How do you think Mary felt when she found out she was going to be the mother of Jesus?

Discuss: How was Mary faithful to do all that God asked of her?

Say: In week three we learned that Joseph was a man chosen by God to serve as Jesus’ earthly father.

Discuss: How important is it to do what God asks us to do? 

Ask: Review last week’s devotion. Where were the shepherds when the angel of the Lord appeared to them?

Discuss: What must it have been like to receive that invitation?

Read: Today is Christmas Eve. This is the night before Jesus’ birth. Mary and Joseph have spent days 
traveling. They must have been worn out from their journey. 

Discuss:  What must it have been like to be in the stable with Mary and Joseph as they prepared for Jesus to 
be born? (The sights, sounds, smells, etc.) 

Discuss: What does it mean to receive an invitation to something? How did you feel like when you received 
an invitation/s to a birthday party, wedding, graduation, surprise party or other special event? Did you know 
that Jesus is our invitation delivered from God to join Him in a relationship that means more for your life 
than anything else? 

Prayer
Pray together as a family and make a commitment to serve Christ this year. Pray that you can help others 
know about the invitation God has given them. 

W E E K  5 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP TIME
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What will this look like in your family when:

• You meet other family members this holiday season will you share with them about what Christ has 
done in your family?

• You need to be more sensitive to the needs of others and look for ways to meet those needs?

• Your family makes decisions for the New Year. How will you represent Jesus and share His message of 
salvation with everyone you know?

Family Activities
• Consider reading the account of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2 before you open presents this year. 

• Set a goal this year as a family to continue this devotion time in the New Year.

• Gather your Christmas cards, and pray for each family who sent a card to your home.

• Look for other ideas on our website and Pinterest board. 

Songs of the Season
• The First Noel by David Crowder

• Silent Night  by Casting Crowns

• Joy To The World by Chris Tomlin

• Emmanuel by Christ Tomlin

• O Come O Come Emmanuel by David Crowder

• Joseph’s Lullaby by Mercy Me

• The Night Before Christmas by Amy Grant
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1. God Rules.  
The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is in charge of everything.
Scripture – Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16-17

2. We Sinned. 
We all choose to disobey God.  The Bible calls this sin.  Sin separates us from God and causes us to 
deserve God’s punishment of death.
Scripture – Romans 3:23; 6:23

3. God Provided. 
God sent Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve.  
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own.  Jesus alone saves us.
Scripture – John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9

4. Jesus Gives. 
He lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again.  Because Jesus gave up His life for 
us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity.
Scripture – Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 2:8-9

5. We Respond. 
Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross.  Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus.  Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Scripture – John 14:6; Romans 10:9-10, 13

A P P E N D I X
THE GOSPEL:  GOD’S PL AN FOR ME





DECEMBER AND JANUARY EVENTS
The 4:00 pm service will not meet during the month of December, but will resume Sunday, January 7. 

Between now and then, join us Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings, and more as we celebrate the season of Christ’s birth. 

MOPS | 9:00 AM | CHILDREN'S BUILDING 210

• Friday, December 1 & 15

• Friday, January 5 & 19 
Register today at fbcstarkville.com/events.

ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE SUPPORT GROUP
6:00 pm | Children's Building 215

• Monday, January 15

CHILDREN'S CHURCH
8:30 am, 11:00 am, or 4:00 pm | Children's Building 215

• Sunday, December 24 - Theme: Christmas (11:00 am only)

• Sunday, January 28 - Theme: Superheroes

FBC CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
Sunday, December 3 | 6:00-7:00 pm | Sanctuary
Preschool, kids, youth and adults join together to celebrate Christmas 

with festive and fun music accompanied by our FBC orchestra. It’s a 

great way to kick off your holidays.

COMMUNITY GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Friday, December 8 | 6:00-8:30 pm
FBC will be providing activities for preschoolers, kids, and youth this 

night to allow our community groups the opportunity to gather 

to celebrate Christmas.

STAR(K)-FILLED CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 10 | 4:30-5:30 pm | City Hall Plaza
Join the Starkville community as eight churches come together to 

carol, drink hot cocoa, and light the Starkville Christmas Tree with a 

brand-new star topper. The festivities begin at 4:30 with our FBC Stark 

Kids sharing energetic and lively Christmas music. Bring your friends as 

we enjoy a live manger scene and share the Light of Christ with fellow 

believers.

CHRISTMAS EVE MORNING SERVICE
Sunday, December 24 | 11:00 am only

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Sunday, December 24 | 4:00 & 5:30 pm
During the 4:00 pm service, childcare is provided for babies 

through preschoolers.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday & Tuesday, December 25 & 26

NEW YEAR'S EVE SERVICE
Sunday, December 31 | 11:00 am only

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE RESUMES
Sunday, January 7 | 8:30 am, 11:00 am, & 4:00 pm

LET’S TALK: SUNDAY NIGHT STUDY
Sunday, January 7, 14, 21, & 28 | 5:30 pm | Warehouse OC

REGULAR WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE RESUMES

Wednesday, January 10

• Preschool All-Stars 

5:45 pm | Children’s Building 1st Floor

• Stark Kids 

5:45 pm | Children’s Building 2nd Floor

• Celebration Choir | 5:45 pm | Choir Room

• Youth Worship | 6:00 pm | Warehouse OC

• Adult Community Groups 

6:00 pm | Ray Building

• Orchestra | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

• Bell Choir | 7:00 pm | Ray Building

YOUTH DISCIPLE NOW
Sunday, January 12-14 | Register at fbcstarkville.com/events

THE INSANITY OF GOD ENCOUNTER
Sunday, January 26-27 | Register at fbcstarkville.com/events




